Program Note

Posteards from Portugal is a series of vignettes — five miniature fantasias based on Portuguese folk songs. The musical style is very much in the
20™-century wind band tradition and includes stylistic nods to two of my favorite 20" century orchestral composers, Shostakovich and
Stravinsky. The music is also influenced by the lyrics of the tunes.

In A Machadinha, the singer seems to address his hatchet, asking “who laid a hand on you, knowing you are mine?”” But could the “hatchet”
be a girlfriend who has been lured away? The music is a sturdy dance tune in G minor.

Heard in a folk program one evening during a cruise on the Douro River in Portugal, 1Varina is a traditional song sung by women who walk

the streets selling fish. Their song is a mournful waltz in A minor.

Alternating slow declamatory statements with lighter faster sections, Seze I’aras Tem is sung by women working in the fields. They sing
about a new skirt that isn’t quite perfect, and ask God and Our Lady to bless them.

This setting of Deus te Guarde Pastorinha (God Keep You, Little Shepherdess) imagines a little girl herding her wandering sheep out to pasture.
Once safely there, perhaps she and the sheep indulge in a little dance. The evening bells ring as they wend their way back to the sheepfold.

The title, Dom Solidom, is a collection of rhythmic sounds that have no meaning. But “Dom” could be interpreted as “Mister”, and
“solidum” is from the Portuguese “solidao”, meaning lonely. The lyrics draw Mr. Lonely’s attention to a girl with braided hair, a flower, a
handkerchief... This brisk march tune in G minor completes the suite.



